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Preserving Bardstown 

As the new Preservation Administrator for 

Bardstown, I am initiating this quarterly 

newsletter to keep those living or working in 

the historic district up-to-date on the history, 

significance, and changes regarding proper-

ties within the National Register Historic 

District. 

 

I am a native Kentuckian, raised in the Mam-

moth Cave region of South-Central Kentucky. 

I recently graduated from Western Kentucky 

University, with a Master of Arts degree in 

Folk Studies concentrating in Historic Preser-

vation.   I had a 5 year archaeology career 

before I decided to return to graduate school.  

As a graduate assistant, I was responsible for 

the restoration of the Gardner House, located 

on Western Kentucky University’s Upper 

Green River Biological Preserve.  The Fed-

eral style, brick structure is said to be the 

oldest house in Hart County, Kentucky, being 

circa 1830. My duties included carpentry, 

plaster work, stripping and painting of ceil-

ings, replacing windows, and advising groups 

of students in these tasks. I know that my 

experience will be used daily working in the 

Historic District.  

 

It is imperative that information concerning 

the importance of historic preservation, and 

the matters concerning preservation in Bards-

town, be at the fore. Our rich cultural heritage 

has contributed to making our town a rare one 

in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Too of-

ten, history is flattened by progress; it takes 

care and concern for the past to combine pres-

ervation and growth. 

 

As Preservation Administrator, I plan to bring 

workshops, training sessions, tourist opportu-

nities, and much more to the City of Bards-

town. As a new citizen, understanding  the  

history of this county is something I will con-

tinue to study and develop.  The way to pre-

serve the heritage and the beauty of Bards-

town is through community involvement and 

through teaching the youth how important 

history is to the fabric of “The Most Beautiful 

Small Town in America”. 

 

-Hope B. Hawkins, M.A. 

Phone: 502-348-1805 
Fax:  502-348-1818 
preservation@bartdstowncable.net 

One Court  Square 
PO Box 402 
Bardstown, KY 40004 
 

Joint City-County Planning 
Commission of Nelson 
County 
 
Preservation Planning 
Bardstown Historical Review 
Board 

Photo courtesy of Allison Otto 
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Oaklawn, previously Bruntwood, the Bare Home, the 

Halstead Home, and Rosemark Haven, was accepted 

on the National Register of Historic Places in 1975. 

At that time, the home and its outbuildings were  in 

need of restoration efforts. The property is located on 

West Halstead Street and North Third Street. 

 

Oaklawn is a late Greek Revival style structure with 

many associated outbuildings. The ‘big house’ was 

constructed circa 1830 but this was not the first house 

on the property. The initial plantation from whence 

the Browne’s 950 acres came was 3000 acres divided 

between Samuel Bealmer’ s (an early settler of 

Bardstown) children and slaves. His daughter Ruth 

Bealmer was the wife of Joseph Browne. The cou-

ple’s first house was built in 1820 and still stands 

behind the main house to this day. 

 

 Joseph’s brother, James Marshall Browne, was the 

architect who built Federal Hill and Wickland and is 

debated to be the architect who led construction of 

the home, but this is not confirmed. James Marshall 

Browne was an apprentice under John Rogers, the 

Baltimore architect who constructed St. Joseph Ca-

thedral. John Rogers is also debated to be responsible 

for constructing Oaklawn. 

 

The main house is rectangular with a westward ex-

tending service wing. The house has a full basement 

which served as a kitchen and servant’s quarters.  The 

walls of this main house are Flemish –bond brick, 

making the walls four layers deep, or approximately 

two feet thick. Flemish-bond is a marker of economic 

status due to the need for more brick when using this 

bond. The extra architectural features of the home 

also represent social status: the banded and dentil 

moldings throughout, the large rectangular cupola, 

the cantilevered spiral staircase, wrought iron fea-

tures, and others.  

 

At one time this home was not surrounded by busi-

nesses, but by a large working plantation. The prop-

erty was mainly farmed for tobacco and raising swine 

for smoked hams.  

 

This property is not only on the National Register but 

is also a designated Landmark. A Landmark is an 

area or individual structure or premises specifically 

designated by the City Council as containing build-

ings, other structures, appurtenances and places hav-

ing historic, or architectural significance. The Land-

mark status carries historic overlay zoning and re-

quires consistency with the Bardstown Historic De-

sign Review Manual.  

 

Owner’s of the home have included the above, as 

well as: Dr. James Muir, Nat Halstead, Hugh Stiles, 

Cleo Bartley, W.H. Hahn, and E.R. Barbree. 

 
"Bruntwood." National Register of Historic Places (1975). 

 

Smith, Sarah b. 20078. Historic Nelson County, Its Towns and People. St. Martin de 

Porres Dominican Community: New Hope.  

Oaklawn in 1975 

Oaklawn: A Home of Many Names 

Photo courtesy of National Park Service 

Photo courtesy of tripadvisor.com 

Cantilevered spiral staircase 

Photo courtesy of National Park Service 

Doorway with dentil moldings: 

1975 

Cupola in 1975 

Photo courtesy of National Park Service 
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Historic Properties: An Overview on  

Preservation 
 

Most people do not know the important differences in the ways to 

maintain and conserve historic properties. This article from the 

National Park Service is a good way to define and distinguish 

these terms. 

 

Four Approaches to the Treatment of Historic  

Properties 
Provided by: National Park Service, Technical Preservation  

Services 

www.nps.gov/tps/ 

 

There are standards for four distinct, but interrelated approaches 

to the treatment of historic properties—preservation, rehabilita-

tion, restoration, and reconstruction. 

 

 Choosing an appropriate treatment for a historic building or 

landscape is critical.  

Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of 

existing historic materials and retention of a property’s 

form as it has evolved over time.  

Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a 

historic property to meet continuing or changing uses 

while retaking the property’s historic character.  

Restoration depicts a property at a particular period of 

time in its history, while removing evidence of other peri-

ods. 

Reconstruction re-creates vanished or non-surviving por-

tions of a property for interpretive purposes.  

 

The choice of treatment depends on a variety of factors, including 

the property’s historical significance, physical condition, pro-

posed use, and intended interpretation. Historic buildings are 

used as an example below. The decision-making process would 

be similar for other property types. 

 

Relative importance in history. Is the building nationally sig-

nificant? Is it a rare survivor or the work of a master architect or 

craftsman? Did an important event take place in it? National His-

toric Landmarks, designated for their “exceptional significance in 

American history,” or many buildings individually listed in the 

National Register often warrant Preservation or Restoration. 

Buildings that contribute to the significance of a historic district 

but are not individually listed in the National Register more fre-

quently undergo Rehabilitation for a compatible new use. 

 

Physical condition. What is the existing condition, or degree of 

material integrity, of the building prior to work? Has the original 

form survived largely intact or has it  been altered over time? Are 

the alterations an important part of the building’s history? Preser-

vation may be appropriate if distinctive materials, features, and 

spaces are essentially intact and convey the building’s historical 

significance. If the building requires more extensive repairs and 

replacement, or if alterations or additions are necessary for a new 

use, then Rehabilitation is probably the most appropriate treat-

ment.  

 

Proposed use. An essential, practical question to ask is: Will the 

building be used as it was historically or will it be given a new 

use? Many historic buildings can be adapted for new uses without 

seriously damaging their historic character. However, special-use 

properties such as grain silos, forts, ice houses, or windmills may 

be extremely difficult to adapt to new uses without major inter-

vention and a resulting loss of historic character and even integ-

rity.  

 

Mandated code requirements. Regardless of the treatment, 

code requirements will need to be taken into consideration. But if 

hastily or poorly designed, code-required work may jeopardize a 

building’s materials as well as its historic character. Thus, if a 

building needs to be seismically upgraded, modifications to the 

historic appearance should be minimal. Abatement of lead paint 

and asbestos within historic buildings requires particular care if 

important historic finishes are not adversely affected. Finally, 

alterations and new construction needed to meet accessibility 

requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

should be designed to minimize material loss and visual change 

to a historic building. 

 

The Guidelines for the Treatment of Historic Properties illustrate 

the practical application of each treatment to historic properties. 

These Guidelines are also available in PDF format and are sold in 

printed format. 

 

 

A Quick Guide to Architectural Terms 
 

In each newsletter there will be definitions of certain architectural 

terms referenced in the articles, so as to give more perspective to 

the articles included.  

 
Bond— A term used to describe the various patterns in which 

brick or stone is laid. 

Bracket– A projecting element of wood, stone, or metal which 

spans between horizontal and vertical surfaces (eaves, shelves, 

overhangs) as decorative support.  

Cantilevered— a beam, girder, or structural framework that is 

fixed at one end and free at the other. 

Corbel– In masonry, a projection, or one of a series of projec-

tion, each stepped progressively farther forward with heath and 

articulating a cornice or supporting an overhanging member. 

Cupola– Adorned roof set on a base, usually circular, often set 

on the ridge of a roof. 

Dentils— A row of small tooth-like blocks in a classical cornice. 

Light– A section of window, the pane of glass. 

Pilasters– A square pillar attached, but projecting from a wall, 

resembling a classical column. 

Portico– A roofed space, open or partly enclosed, forming the 

entrance and centerpiece of the façade of a building, often with 

columns and a pediment. 

Transom– A horizontal opening or window over a door or win-

dow. 

Weatherboard– Wood siding consisting of overlapping boards 

usual thicker at the lower edge than the upper. Also known as 

clapboard. 
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A Quick Guide to Technical Definitions 
 

This quarter, technical definitions are included so as to establish 

the rules and regulations associated with historic designations and 

the permit process. This should be helpful in understanding the 

Bardstown Historic Design Review Manual if the need for a Cer-

tificate of Appropriateness occurs.  

 
Addition– New construction added to an existing building or 

structure. 

Alteration– Work which impacts any exterior architectural fea-

ture including construction, reconstruction, repair, or removal of 

any building element. 

Contributing Building, Site, or Structure– A property within 

an historic district that is historically significant through associa-

tion with historic events or activities, association with important 

persons, distinctive design or physical characteristics, or potential 

to provide important information about prehistory or history and 

possesses integrity by possessing historic qualities including lo-

cation, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and asso-

ciation.  

Demolition by Neglect– The destruction of a building or struc-

ture through abandonment or lack of maintenance.  

Historic District– A geographically definable area with a signifi-

cant concentration of buildings, structures, sites, spaces, or ob-

jects unified by past events, physical development, and design, 

setting, materials, workmanship, sense of cohesiveness or related 

historical and aesthetic associations. The significance of a district 

may be recognized through listing in a local, state, or national 

landmarks register and may be protected legally through enact-

ment of a local historic district ordinance administered by an his-

toric district board or commission. 

Historic imitation– New construction or rehabilitation where 

elements or components mimic an architectural style but are not 

of the same historic period of the existing buildings. 

Infill– New construction in historic districts on vacant lots or to 

replace existing buildings. 

Landmark– A resource with significance in history, archae-

ology, architecture, or culture which retains enough integrity of 

site, setting, location, design, materials, and workmanship to con-

vey that history to a modern viewer. 

Landmark Site– A location possessing historic, cultural, or ar-

chaeological value regardless of the value of any existing struc-

ture. 

Landscape– The totality  of the built or human-influenced habi-

tat experienced at any on place. Dominant features are topogra-

phy, plant cover, buildings, or other structures and their patterns. 

Local Historic District– A local historic district is a defined 

geographic area that is historical, architectural, social, or geo-

graphical significant to the community. The designation of the 

district as an overlay historic district is formal recognition of the 

district’s significance and importance for protecting the district 

through local preservation ordinance and design guidelines. 

Local Historic Site– A building, structure, object, or site which 

is identified as an historic resource of particular significance.  

Non-Contributing Building, Site, or Structure– A property 

within an historic district that lacks historic significance through 

association with historic events or activities, association with 

important persons, distinctive design or physical characteristics, 

or potential to provide important information about prehistory or 

history and/or does not possess integrity by possessing historic 

qualities including location, design, setting, materials, workman-

ship, feeling, and association. 

Preservation– Generally, saving from destruction or deteriora-

tion of old and historic buildings, sites, structures, and objects 

and providing for their continued use by means of restoration, 

rehabilitation, or adaptive use.  

Stabilization– The act or process of applying measures essential 

to the maintenance of a deteriorated building as it exists at pre-

sent, establishing structural stability and a weather-resistant en-

closure. 

Streetscape– The distinguishing character of a particular street as 

created by its width, degree of curvature, paving materials, design 

of the street furniture, and forms of surrounding buildings. 

 
 

Announcements 
 

 

2013 Monthly Meetings and Deadlines for the 

Bardstown Historical Review Board 

 
August 

Deadline: 08/07/2013 

Meeting: 08/20/2013 

City Council: 08/27/2013 

 

September 

Deadline: 09/04/2013 

Meeting: 09/17/2013 

City Council: 09/24/2013 

 

October 

Deadline: 10/02/2013 

Meeting: 10/15/2013 

City Council: 10/22/2013 

 

November 

Deadline: 11/06/2013 

Meeting: 11/19/2013 

City Council: 11/26/2013 

 

December 

Deadline: 12/04/2013 

Meeting: 12/17/2013 

City Council: Not yet decided 

 

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter electroni-

cally or would like to be removed from the mailing 

list, please email preserva-

tion@bardstowncable.net.   All newsletters will be 

available on the Planning Commission’s website at 

www.ncpz.com. 
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Announcements (continued) 

 
Free Historic Window Workshop 

 
The Bardstown Historical Review Board will be holding an his-

toric window workshop on July 27, 2013 from 10 a.m. until 2 

p.m.  We will meet at 512 North Third Street. 

 

Tom Francis, a member of the Preservation Trades Network, will 

be teaching this class.  He is part of Cutting Edge Construction 

Services, out of Shelbyville, Kentucky. Focus will be on re-

glazing, weight and pulley repair, replacing panes, and more.  

 

Wear comfortable clothing and bring a chair. A small, brown bag 

lunch will be served thanks to a donation from Dave Cook Con-

struction, Inc.  This workshop will be beneficial not only because 

one may learn ‘tricks of the trade’ but also learn the importance 

of restoration of structures.  

 

RSVP at (502) 348-1805 or send an email to preserva-

tion@bardstowncable.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2012. Ward Hamilton. preservationinaction@blogspot.com. July 21, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement: 

 

 This newsletter was funded in part with Fed-

eral funds from the National Park Service, U.S. De-

partment of the Interior, and administered by the Ken-

tucky Heritage Council. The contents and opinions do 

not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the De-

partment of the Interior, nor does the mention of trade 

names or commercial products constitute endorsement 

or recommendation by the Department of the Interior. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits dis-

crimination on the basis of race, color, national ori-

gin, disability or age. Any person who believes that he 

or she has been discriminated against should contact 

the Office of Equal Opportunity, National Park Ser-

vice, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2012. Olga Finch. finchrealtyca.com/simple-but-effective. July 9, 2012. 

 

Historic structure for sale? 

Advertise here for free!  

Just send information and a photo of the  

property to 

 preservation@bardstowncable.net. 


